Converting dreams into reality : the youths of Bhekuri Chapori has done it

Bhekurichapori, Sesamukh — a hamlet situated at 85 km from Sivasagar via Demow
and Nitaipukhuri is inhabited by about 50 families of the
Mising tribe. Agriculture is the mainstay of the villagers of
Bhekurichapori. The location of the village is in the
confluence of the rivers Sesa, Dihing and the mighty
Brahmaputra. This has become both a boon and a curse for
the village. The occurrence of flood in the village is a
regular phenomenon natural calamity. Traditionally Mising

people are accustomed to such situations and the principal
crops are deep water rice in kharif season. Rabi season is
hence the main season of cultivation of majority of crops toria, blackgram, pea, rabi
vegetables like tomato, brinjal, potato, pumpkin and cole crops.’ The potential of the area in
promoting was first identified during a soil test campaign of SMS (Soil Science) of KVK,
Sivasagar.

Subsequently, a benchmark survey was conducted wherein it came to the picture
that the village has a large number of youth engaged in farming. Targeting the youths, few
programmes of the Action Plan of KVK, Sivasagar were diverted to this village. This included
cluster demonstration of toria in 14 ha and blackgram in 4 ha.
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The area was previously cultivated with non descript local varieties characterized by
low yields. The participatory seed production programme was conducted in the year 2014-
15 with the varieties IPU-94-1 in the Kharif season and KU-301 in the Rabi season. A total of
8 farmers were involved in the programme with an increased productivity of 5.63 g/ha.
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Soil test campaign was also conducted in the area and soil health cards were
provided to 40 farmers of the village. Extensive training was conducted in the area on
various agricultural fields including vermicompost production, rabi vegetables and
contingency crop planning during the Kharif season. The jump in the productivity of these
crops attracted another 11 farmers to take up blackgram cultivation under cluster
demonstration this year. In addition, cluster demonstration on toria (var. TS-38) was
also undertaken in an area of 14 ha involving 28 farmers. A bumper crop with a productivity
of 9.66 g/ha, much higher than the district average of 4.94 gq/ha (2012-13). The toria was
cultivated using organic inputs including vermicompost and the B:C ratio obtained was 1.74.
This success greatly encouraged the farmers of the area who are now willing to take up the
cultivation of toria and blackgram with new varieties from the next year. Media also gave a
wide coverage of their success to the area for their exemplary success. Krishi Vigyan Kendra,
Sivasagar wish the youths to tread on similar roads with bountiful crop in the years to come.
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